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A] THE COVENANT OF ARVUT - MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY

1.r­�J�t ºW 
ŕ�d 
u o º�fh �J
b ó �f 
P �y h :k��t �r 
G�h Jh¬�t k« ­F o º�fh �r 
y«J́ 
u Æo�fh�b 
e �z o À�fh �y 
c �J ó �fh �Jt ��r o·�fhe�«k&t 'v h­�b 
p�k o º�f
K+F ÆoIH �v oh³�c�M�b o �̧T �t y
i �g´�n
k ch  :oI�H �v ­W 
N �g ,¬�r«F Whe«k&t 'v Ær �J�t I ·,�k��t 
cU Whe«k&t 'v ,h ²�r 
c �C ÀW 
r 
c�g
k th :Wh��nh �n c¬�t«J s­�g Wh º�m�g c´�y«j��n Wh·�b�j��n c´�r �e 
C
t¬«k 
u dh :c« �e�g��h
k �U e­�j 
m�h
k o¬�v �r 
c �t
k Wh º�,«c�t��k Æg �C 
J�b r³�J�t��f 
u Q·�k>r�C �S r­�J�t��F ohe«kt��k ÆW
K>v�h 
v��h tU ³v 
u o À�g
k I ¹k oI̧H �v ÁW 
,« �t>oh ��e �v

 Ubh·�v«k&t wv́ h­�b 
p�k o«uºH �v s´�n«g ÆUbÆ�N �g v À«P «u ¹b 
J�h r �̧J�t>, �t Áh �F sh :,t �«Z �v v­�k �t �v>, �t 
u ,tº«Z �v ,h �́r 
C �v>, �t Æ, �r«F h À�f«b �t o·�f 
S �c
k o­�f 
T �t, �̧t 
u
o«u �H �v Ub¬�N �g v ­«P UB²�bh �t r¬�J�t zh /////// :vº�G �t>I �t Jh �́t o Â�f�ÂC J́�h>i �P,�f́�k�k Ubh º�v«k&t 'v Æo �g �n ÆoIH �v v³�b«p Iç�c
k Ár �J�t y�c À�J>It v´�j�P 
J �n It̄ 

Ær«nt�k I ³c�c
k �C Q �̧r�C 
, �v 
u ,t«ÀZ �v v ¹�k �t��v h �̧r 
c �S>, �t ÁIg 
n �J 
C v¿�h �v 
u jh :v��b�g��k 
u Jt« ­r v¬�r«P J �r« ²J o À�f�C J́�h>i �P o·�v �v ó�hID �v h­�v«k&t>, �t s«ºc�g��k
Jh �́t�C ÆI, �t
b �e 
u 'v>; �t i �̧J 
g�h z �Ât h́ �F ̧Ik �j́«k 
x »'v v́ �ct«h>t�«k yh :v��t �n 
M �v>, �t v­�u �r��v ,I¬p 
x i �g²�n
k Q·�k �t h­�C�k ,U ¬r �r 
J �C h²�F h º�K>v�h 
v��h oÍk �J
r³�J�t Æo�fh�b 
C i«u Àr�j �t��v r«uŚ �v r º�n �t 
u tf ////// :o�h ��n �G �v , �j­�T �n I ºn 
J>, �t 'v v³�j �nU v·�Z �v r �p´�X �C v­�cU, 
F �v v º�k �t´�v>k�F ÆIC v�m 
c³�r 
u tU ºv �v

 v ·�e«uj 
r . �ŕ �t �n t ­«c�h r¬�J�t h º�r 
f�B �̧v 
u o º�fh �r�j́ �t �n ÆUnUÆe�hÆtu �v �v . �r³�t �v ,«uºF �n>, �t Ut �r Â
u»j�k �n�u ,h �́r 
p�D cf :V��C w ­v v¬�K �j>r �J�t �vh º�t+k�j́ �T>, �t 
u 
«u ­P �t 
C w ºv Q́ �p �v Ær �J�t oº�h«uc 
mU v´�n 
s �t Æv �r«n�g�u o ³«s 
x ,º�f �P 
v �n�
F c �G·�g>k�F V­�c v¬�k�g�h>t�«k 
u �j º�n 
m �, t́«k 
u Æg �r�Z �, t³«k V̧�m 
r �t>k�f v �́p �r 
G
w ­v ,h¬�r 
C>, �t U ºc 
z��g r´�J�t k µ�g U ºr 
n´�t 
u sf :v��Z �v k«u ­s�D �v ;¬�t �v h ²�rTj v¬�n ,t·«Z �v . �ŕ �t�k v�f­�F w ²v v �̄G�g v �̧n>k �g oº�h«uD �v>k�F ÆUr 
n��t 
u df :«u �, �n�j �cU
o²�f�k 
J�H�u kI ·s�D ; �m ´�e 
cU v­�n �j 
cU ;¬�t 
C o º�, �n 
s �t k´�g �n 'v o³�J 
T�H �u zf ///// :o�h ��r 
m �n . �r¬�t �n o­�,«t «u¬th �m«uv 
C o º�N �g ,´�r�F Ær �J�t o·�,«c�t h́ �v«k&t

 :v��Z �v oI¬H �F , �r­�j�t . �r¬�t>k �t,t«�Z �v v¬�rIT �v h­�r 
c �S>k�F>, �t ,I ¾G�g��k o º�kIg>s �g ÆUbḩ�b�c
kU Ub³�k ,º«k 
d�B �v 
u Ubhe«k&t 'v��k ,« ºr �T 
x�̧B �v/
jf:yf ohrcs

When the Jews stood on the Plains of Moav, Moshe informed them that they would need to enter into a new covenant with
God through which they assume responsibility for the sins of all fellow Jews, but apparently only for those things which

are out in the open.  God would address hidden matters.

2.ubhekt wvk ,r,xbv-   rntba ?shjhv hruvrv kg ohcrv ,t ahbgn v,t ?,uagk ubhshc vn urnt, otuJhÉ�t o Æ�f�ÆC JÉ�h�i�P
udu lf rjtu 'w/th �v #v .�rÊ�t �v ,«uÄF #n�,�t Ut �rÆ*uwvk iva ',ur,xbv kg of,t ahbgn hbt iht ?!urhcj ka uh,ubuny gsuh ost iht tkvu 

kg sueb /ohcrv ,t uabgh ovc ihs vagb tk otu /ubcren grv rgck ubhbcku ubk - ,ukdbv kct /shjh u,utn grph tuvu ubhvkt
ubhbcku ubkkchg rvcu ohzrd rvc vgucav ,t ovhkg ukcean isrhv ,t urcga sg ohcrv ,t abg tk ,ukdbv kg ;ta - aursk 

vzk vz ohcrg uagbu/
jf:yf ohrcs h"ar

This brit actually began at the recommitment ceremony with the ‘berachot and kelalot’ at Har Grizim and Har Eval.

There we entered into a brit arvut - mutual responsibility for other Jews in so far as we are aware of their sins and

mitzvot. 

3.,hcr jeukv lfk urhcj laubu ,hcr jeuk vzu 'vzk vz vukn vhvha vuhm lfku sjt kt ovk ah lf khcacu sjt og ov ktrah hf ////
tuv ,hcrvu vz ,t vz ohkan sjt ova ohrcs hba hf ////  /vtukvv vruna vz lpv ,hcrv ,jhek vruna rnk eu,nv lpvn

 vru, vrnt lfku //// /,usjtv kt rsgv tuvu u,ut lauba vz lpv(jk-zk:vf trehu) iË�T�,�t«k ,h¼�C *r#n*cU Q�J·�b *C «u ¼k iË�T�,�t<« k ºW *P *x#F�,Î�t
ohe« kt�k o¼�f�k ,«u Ëh *v�k i#gº#b *F .�rÉ�t�,�t ¿o�f�k ,Ê�,�k o�h·�r*m �n .�rÉ�t�n o¼�f *,�t h �,tË�m«uv�r�JAt oº�fh �vÉ« kBt w¿v h½�bAt /W<�k*f �t,,k rnta itfk vz ihbg vnu /

hrva vzk vhtru /hrndk sjt og ktrah uhv .rtk ktrah uxbfb ratf hf vtrbv whpv kct /ohvktk ofk ,uhvk igbf .rt ,t ofk
ktrah uagb tka hrv /vz sgc vz ohcrg uagbu urcga sg ,ur,xbv kg uabgb tk .rtk utc tku isrhv urcg tk ktraha inz kf
uhvu .rtk utca sg hrndk sjt og ,uhvk ohrcujn ktrah uagb tku /hbav og crugn tuva crg treb hf 'vz sgc vz ohcrg

//// hrndk sjt og ov ktrah .rt h"gu /ktrah .rt tuv sjt ouen ovk vhvu .rtc sjhc
wu erp ehsmv ch,b 'okug ,uch,b kwrvn

The Maharal explains that the entry into Eretz Yisrael united the Jewish people and made each a guarantor for the other.
Elsewhere

1
, the Maharal compares the Jewish people to water and Eretz Yisrael as the vessel - the kli kibul - which

unites the water into one shape. 

1. See Gevurot Hashem 19.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



s�xc2  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    dbhbn ovrct - 5786

B] ARVUT TESTED - YERICHO AND AI

4.V·�F
k �n>, �t 
u «u ­jh �r
h>, �t ºW 
s��h 
c h �T´�,�b Æv �t 
r �g º+J«uv
h>k �t wÆv r �nt³«H �u (c)x :t��C ih¬�t 
u t­�m«uh ih¬�t k·�t �r 
G�h h́�b 
C h­�b 
P �n , �rº�D +x 
nU ,�ŕ�d«x Æ«ujh �rh��u (t)
o«úH �C |h �́v
h �u (uy) //// :oh ��n�h , �J¬�J v­�G�g �, v¬«F ,·�j �t o �ǵ �P rh­�g �v>, �t ;h ¬�E �v v º�n �j
k �N �v h´�J
b �t k µ«F rh À�g �v>, �t o´�,«C �x 
u (d)  :k�h ��j �v h­�r«uC �D
(zy) :oh ��n�g 
P g �c¬�J rh­�g �v>, �t U¬c 
c �x tU ºv �v o«úH �C e µ�r oh·�n�g 
P g �c´�J v­�Z �v y¬�P 
J �N �F rh²�g �v>, �t UC ¯«x�H�u r �j º�G �v ,«úk�g �F ÆUnÆ �F 
J�H�u h À�gh �c 
G �v
o �r²�j rh¬�g �v v �̧,
h �v 
u (zh) :rh ��g �v>, �t o­�f�k w ²v i¯�,�b>h ��F Ugh º�r �v Æo�g �v>k �t �g³+J«uv
h r �nţ« H �u ,«u ·r�p«uG �C oh­�b�v«F �v U¬g 
e �T ,h º�gh �c 
G �v o �ǵ �P �C Æh �v
h �u
(jh) :Ub 
j��k �J r¬�J�t oh­�f �t
k �N �v >, �t v �, º�t 
C 
j �v h́ �F ,�h º�C �C V´�T �t r´�J�t>k�f 
u th µ�v vÀ�h 
j ��T v¹�b«uZ �v c �̧j �r Áe �r w ·v��k V­�C>r �J�t>k�f 
u th¬�v
; �x́ �F |k«́f 
u (yh) :«u �,«ut o­�T 
r �f�g�u o �r º�j
k Æk �t �r 
G�h v³�b�j �n>, �t o º�T 
n �G 
u o�r·�j �v>i �n o´�T 
j �e
kU Unh­�r�j �T>i��P o �r º�j �v>i �n Uŕ 
n �J Æo �T �t>e �r 
u
Ugh ³�r�H �u r À�p«uG �v k«ué>, �t o ¹�g �v �g«̧n 
J �f Áh �v
h �u ,«u ·r�p �«G �C U ­g 
e 
,�H��u o º�g �v g�ŕ�H �u (f) :t«u �c�h w ­v r¬�m«ut w ·v��k tU ­v J �s ¬«e kº�z 
r �cU Æ, �JÆ«j
b h³�k 
fU c À�v�z 
u

 �vh À�T 
j �T v ¹�n«uj��v k«̧P �T�u v º�k«us 
d v´�gUr 
T Æo�g �vrh ��g �v , !t U #s $F$k�H�'u «uºS $d!b Jh,�t -v�rh-�g �v o.�g �v k'g/'H'uÆJh �t �n rh º�g�C r´�J�t>k�F>, �t ÆUnhÆ �r�j�H��u (tf):
h³�k 
fU c À�v�Z �v 
u ; �x́ �F �v |e´�r V·�C>r �J�t>k�f 
u J­�t�c U¬p 
r �G rh²�g �v 
u (sf) /////  :c �r��j>h �p
k r«u ­n�j�u v²�G�u r«u ¬J s �̧g 
u i ·�e�z>s �g 
u r�g­�B �n v º�G �t>s �g 
u

///// :w �v>,h �C r¬�m«ut U ­b 
,�b kº�z 
r �C �v 
u Æ, �JÆ«j
B �v
u erp gauvh

In the battle for Yericho, Bnei Yisrael encircled the town and God brought down the the walls through the blowing of the

shofarot and the battle cries of the Israelite army.  It is possible that the army then engaged in hand to hand combat to
capture the city

2
.  Yehoshua declared all the spoils of the city to be cherem and to go the Mishkan and not the individual

fighters.

  

5. o�r·�j �C k �g­�n k²�t �r 
G�h>h��b 
c Uk̄�g 
n�H �u (t) Áh �n 
r �F>i �C i´�f�g j ¿�E�H �u(c) :k��t �r 
G�h h¬�b 
c �C w ­v ;¬�t>r �j��H �u o �r º�j �v>i �n Æv �sUv
h v³�Y �n
k j �r¹�z>i �c h �̧S 
c�z>i �c
ÆUk�g�H��u .�r·�t �v >, �t Úk 
D �r 
u U­k�g r º«nt�k Æo �vh�k�t r �nt³«H �u k º�t>,h��c
k o �s ´�E �n Æi�uÆ�t ,h¬�C>o �g r �̧J�t hº�g �v «u Àjh �rh ��n oh ¹�J�b�t �g +̧J«uv
h Áj�k 
J�H �u
UF́�h 
u U­k�g�h Jh º�t oh �́p�k�t , �J«́k 
J �F «u µt Jh À�t o�h́ �P
k �t 
F o̧�g �v>k�F k�ǵ�h>k �t »uh�k �t Uŕ 
nt«H �u �g À+J«uv
h>k �t Uc +́J�H�u (d) :h��g �v>, �t U­k 
D �r
h��u oh º�J�b�t �v
(v) :h��g �v h¬�J
b �t h­�b 
p�k Ux¾+b�H�u Jh·�t oh­�p�k�t , �J¬«k 
J �F v �N º�J Æo�g �v>i �n U³k�g�H�u (s) :v �N��v y­�g 
n h¬�F o º�g �v>k�F>, �t Æv �NÆ�J>g�D�h 
T >k �t h·�g �v>, �t
(u) :o�h ��n
k h¬�v
h �u o­�g �v>c �c
k x¬�N�H �u s·�r«uN �C oU ­F�H�u oh º�r�c 
G �v>s �g Ær �gÆ �G �v h³�b 
p�k oU ºp 
S 
r�H��u Jh º�t Æv �G �J 
u oh³�J«k 
J �F h À�g �v h´�J
b �t o ¹�v �n UF̧�H �u

 //// :o ��Jt«r>k �g r­�p�g U¬k�g�H�u k·�t �r 
G�h h́�b 
e �z 
u tU ­v c �r º�g �v>s �g wÆv i«u ³r�t ḩ�b 
p�k v�m 
r ¹�t uḩ�b �P>k �g Ák«P�H �u uh À�,«k 
n �G �g ¹+J«uv
h g¸�r 
e�H �u
 (th) :Wh��b �P>k �g k¬�p«b v­�T �t vº�Z v�Ń�k Q·�k o +́e �g­+J«uv
h>k �t w ²v r �nt«̄H �u (h)o.'d $u o·�,«ut h �,h#�U �m r1!J2t h º�,h �r $C , !t U,r $c�g -o'd $u k º4t�r $G�h -t �y �j

o �!vh4k $f �c Un1�G o#'d $u U ºJ2j��F o,'d $u -Uc$b��D o.'d $u o!r º4j 'v i �n -Uj $e��kh́ �v«k&t w ¹v r �̧n �t Áv«f h́ �F r·�j �n
k UJ́ 
S �e 
, �v ­�T 
r �n �t 
u o º�g �v>, �t J´�S �e o µ+e (dh) //// :
:o��f 
C 
r �E ��n o�r­�j �v o¬�f 
rh �x�v>s �g Wh º�c
h«t h́�b 
p�k ÆoUe�k k À�fU, t́«k k º�t �r 
G�h ÆW 
C 
r �e 
C o �r³�j k À�t �r 
G�h

z erp gauvh

Achan took from the spoils and brought God’s anger onto the entire nation and when they complacently attacked Ai with
a small army, Bnei Yisrael were soundly beaten.  This burst their bubble and ended their false ‘conceptia’ of how to deal

with their enemies.  ALL the nation had sinned, even though only Achan had taken the spoils from Yericho.

• Even though other people did not actually take the spoils. They contributed to an environment in which Achan could act in this way3.

6. :oh��b�c�t�C o­�,«t U¬k 
e 
x�H �u J º�t�C Æo �,«t U ³p 
r 
G�H �u i �c º�t Æk �t �r 
G�h>k�f «u ³,«t Uņ 
D 
r�H �u v·�Z �v o«úH �C w ­v ¬W 
rTF 
g�h Ub º�T 
r �f�g v´�n Æ�gÆ+J«uv
h r �nt³«H �u
vf:z gauvh

Achan was executed for his sin and the verse adds that ‘they’ were also stoned.

7. o,ut uprahuihkykynvu kvtv -- o,ut ukexhu ::vnvcvu ruav 
oa h"ar

Rashi, based on Chazal, explains that the spoils he had taken, including the animals, were destroyed.

8.- o,ut ukexhu  k"zr a"nf vzn ugsh uh,ubcu uhbca hpk if,hu) wufu uruau uh,ubcu uhbc(sn ihrsvbx)od kuexb ifk rcsv ukd tku 
 /(if urnt tk k"zr okut ov

oa sus ,sumn

The Metzudat David understands that Achan’s wife and children were also killed, and a note is inserted in the

commentary (by whom?) that this may be because they knew his actions but did not do anything about them.

2. Rav Boaz Mori proposes this as the meaning of «u ºS 
d�b Jh �́t, although this explanation is not mentioned in other commentaries.

3. Rav Mori suggests that many people felt entitled to the spoils, even though only Achan took them.  The people also felt a sense of complacency and invulnerability after their

hard-fought victory at Yericho.   Sometimes, even though a few individuals may sin and act disgracefully, the silent majority in society creates a pervasive atmosphere which,

although not approving of the bad behavior, nevertheless fails to condemn it and thereby facilitates it taking place. See https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/775552.
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9. rntba 'gauvh hnhc sjtu van hnhc ohba :ohnrj vakac ifg kgna snkn :tbhbj hcr rnt hxt cr rnt(f:z gauvh) ,t¬«z �f 
u
h �,h ��G �g ,t ­«z �f 
u rntba 'gauvh hnhc sjtu van hnhc vgcrt 'vanj :iugna hcrc rzgkt hcr ouan rnt ibjuh hcr / (oa)h³�f« b �t

 /h �,h ��G �g ,t ­«z �f 
u ,t¬«z �f 
u [k º�t �r 
G �h h´�v«k&t wÆv��k] Æh �,tÆ �y �jhcrc rzgkt hcr ouan ibjuh hcr rnt ?aubght tk tngy htn t,av sgu
 :htb,f /isrhv ,t ktrah urcga sg ,ur,xbv kg abg tka hpk :iugnaokug sg ubhbcku ubk ,kdbvu ubhvkt wvk ,r,xbv

rnt /vsuvh hcr hrcs 'isrhv ,t ktrah urcga sg ,ur,xbv kg abg tka snkn ?sgca i"hg kgu ubhbcku ubk kg sueb vnk
kg abg tk lf - ,ur,xbv kg abg tka oaf tkt /okug sg rntb rcf tkvu ?!okugk ,ur,xbv kg abg hfu :vhnjb hcr vhk

 /isrhv ,t ktrah urcga sg hukdca ihabug
:dn ihrsvbx

Achan was in fact a repeat offender and had also sinned in this way during the life of Moshe but Bnei Yisrael only

became collectively responsible for his actions once they had entered Eretz Yisrael.  As seen above, Rabbi Nechemia
understands that this responsibility is only for actions that we know about and not for entirely private ones.  But Rabbi

Yehuda rules that even the ‘nistarot’ - private actions behind closed doors - are the responsibility of the klal!   

10.uaghaf ,ukmb,v ovk ihtu orhg hbc vagn kg ruejku rzjku shn, apapk ov ohfhrm ovhdhvbnu ovhnfju ktrah hbhhs
ohabgb kfv hrv lfc ohkar,na kfu /o,kfh hpf ,ur,xbv rjt kdrku ruejk ohfhrm tkt /oshk tcv vkdbv kg hutrv

///// /kchgu ohzhrdc ,ukkeu ,ufrc ovhkg ukcean vzk vz ohcrg uagb ktrah kfa 'ohtyuj ka ovhr,xbc
,rhejcu ohrcsv aupjc ubhkg kyunv vagb tka inz kf ubhkg ,ur,xbv abg vzc vz ohcrg uagbu isrhv ,t urcgan /////

 ifg orjc uabgba vchxv thvu ohbhbgv hr,x
kg uarsa tuvu ovhbpk kuafn i,hk tka okcek ,ueujr ,urhzd ruzdk tka ovhdhvbnku ktrah hbhhsk hutr n"nu ////

 gauvh(h:z gauvh) - Q·�k o ´+e er vfknku ujhrhk ,hag ratf vfknku hgk ,hagu f"jt uk rnta tuvu /ovk ,nrd v,t rnukf
hgshu uhbcu u,at uc ugsha hbpn ifg orjc uabgba vzu okugk ,ur,xbv kg uabgb tka ohrnut ahu  /ofk uzuc, vkka

/tnkg hkuf hgsh t,k,
t:sn ihrsvbx hrhtnk vrhjcv ,hc

The Meiri explains that, according to the view that we are even responsible for hidden matters, the leadership of the

community needs to be PROACTIVE in solving problems in the community as they are developing privately and not wait

until the issue explodes or to ‘kick the can down the road.’  On the other hand, the leadership must also take care that
they are not actually making things worse by imposing unreasonable demands on the community.

B] THE MAGNITUDE OF ARVUT

11. - wuf vfrcc uj,pu ohzhrd rv hpkf ovhbp ufpvwsunkkw /yrpc wrurtw kkfc wrurtw 'yrpc wlurcw kkfc wlurcw :ibcr ub,
,ucrgc ifu 'hbhxc ifu /vrag aa hrv vbunau vbuna 'vbuna hrv gcrtu gcrt 'gcrt hrv - w,uagkuw wrunakw wsnkkuw

 tmnb ///// /ctunvumnu vumn kf kg ,u,hrc j"n'sgun kvtc ubabu 'hbhxc urntb ,uyrpu ,ukkf :rnut tcheg wr ///// 
iugna wr /,u,hrc vbnau ohgcrt vhkg u,rfb tka 'vru,c vcu,fa vumnu vumn rcs kf lk ihtu 'ctun ,ucrgc uak,abu

 vhkg u,rfb tka vru,c vcu,fa vumnu vumn lk iht :iugna hcr ouan rnt ufg rpf aht vsuvh icvbnau ohgcrt
ohanju ,utn anju ohpkt ,akau ;kt ,utn aa ka ,u,hrcrnta ufg rpf aht vsuvh ic iugna hcr hrcsk :hcr rnt /

,akau ;kt ,utn aa ka ,u,hrc vbnau ohgcrt vhkg u,rfb tka 'vru,ca vumnu vumn kf lk iht :iugna hcr ouan
htn /ohanju ,utn anju ohpkt ,akau ;kt ,utn aa ktrahn sjtu sjt kfk tmnb 'ohanju ,utn anju ohpkt

 /uvhhbhc tfht tcrgs tcrgu tcrg :tharan cr rnt ?uvhhbhc
/zk vyux

The brit of arvut works such that each of the 613 mitzvot is backed up by a brit of 48 x 603,550. (Total package: 613 x 48

x 603,550 = 17,758,855,200.)  According to the final view in the Gemara, each Jew is not only responsible for the mitzvot
of other Jews but also for their obligation of arvut for other Jews!! So, for example, A is not really fulfilling the mitzva of

making kiddush if B has not made kiddush. And even if B has made kiddush, if C has not made kiddush, A has not fully

performed the mitzva of kiddush if B could influence C to make kiddush!!

• Consider also that each word of Torah learning is a separate Torah mitzva.  If a person says 200 words a minute, that means that in

one hour of learning a person achieves 353,088,000 zechuyot (48x613x200x60). If 1000 people in a Beit Midrash are learning full

time (say 3500 hours a year) that makes 1,235,808,000,000,000 (over one quadrillion) zechuyot per year from that Beit Midrash

alone!)

• The same will be true of the millions of acts of small and large chesed and other mitzvot done in the Jewish community.  Their zechut

is immense.
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• This also emphasizes our responsibility not only to call out problematic behavior in the Jewish people but to do whatever we can to fix

it.  Consider three levels of response:

- rejection of people or communities who act badly.  This is Sinat Chinam - rejection or hatred of the person and not 

their behavior. 

- rejection of the behavior but love of the people.  This may be justified, but only if the actions were meizid - purposeful4.  

- accepting our responsibility to do what we can to fix it (arvut) and to empower those in their own communities to fix it (arvut 

d’arvut).

C] IS ARVUT AN INDEPENDENT MITZVA?

12.uuymba ,ukkeu ,ufrc ,ubnk hutr iht vzv arav rucgcu ///// ,urusk ,udvub ihta ,umn ,ubnk hutr ihta hahkav arav
hutr vhv ukhtu ////// /vga hpk ,umn okuf ukt hf /igbf .rtc ubtucc u,ubck ubhuymba jcznv ihbc tku /kchgu ohzhrdc ivc

 ,urusk ,udvubv ,umnvn .uj u,un ouh sg tcb,va ouhv in van uc vuuma vn vhv ihnv vzn tuva vn kf ,ubnkr,uh
,umn ,utn akanovnu vag ovn vru,c ohcu,f okuf o,kuzu ohtuknc tca vn kfu ohrmnc tca huum kf vbnbaf 

 /ivn ,jt od vbn, tka jrfvc chhj,h okuf o,ubnk gbnb tuva rjtu /vag, tkub,kuz vaga unf tkuivn jeka 
 :vzv arac urtck ubbufa vn vzu /rpxnv tmnk gdh ratf rzgv sm kg rcs

d arua o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

The 3rd introductory principle (‘Shoresh’) in the Rambam’s Sefer Hamitzvot is that he will not count in the 613 any
command relating to a specific historical act which was not ongoing throughout the generations. If these were included

there would three hundred extra mitzvot over and above the 613! On that basis, he does not count the giving of the

berachot and kelalot at Har Grizim and Har Eval.  The Rambam also critiques the Behag for including some of these.

13. hrcs vzc unhhe,bu ,urusk ,dvub vumn iurtv tan hf,ukusd ,ufkv kgcvga ,umn ,ubnk tc tk tuva k"z u,gsn vtrbvu //// 
kg ;t i,ut vbnh ,urusk ubk ohhe obhhbga ,umnv kct /i,gak tkt ihbg ovk ihta 'i,kuzu hbhx rv sngncu ohrmnc utca i,utf
ohgcac (zf tuc,) cyhv rtc vru,v ivc cu,fk ubhuymba hpk ,ukusd ohbct ,arp vbn ifku /,jt ogp tkt ,uagb ibhta hp

 iuak(/ck vyux)vru,v ,urusk ogrz kgu ovhkg ubh,uct ukcea vkce thva ,ukkeu ,ufrc ,arp vbnu /,urusk rfzk ubk o,uhvk 
 /vgucacu vktc v,ut ukceu kkfu yrpc vkuf

d arua o"cnrk ,uumnv rpxk i"cnrv ,udav

The Ramban defends the Behag who includes the brit at Har Eval and Har Grizim in the Taryag, since this does have
ongoing implications for the Jewish people through the generations, unlike the specific commandments given to the

people to enable them to leave Mitzrayim.

14.'vbask cucb ,aujbu ',ruyek eeuzn cvzvbunau ohgcrt ,u,hrc ,ukkeu ,ufrcc ,urfk  /
d"xrk ,uumnv rpx

Rav Sa’adia Gaon also counts the berachot and klallot in the Taryag.

15./,umnv ihbnc kchgu ohzhrd rvca ,ukkeu ,ufrcs uz vumn ubna u,ghhxu k"z iutdv ubhcr hrcs sutn ohbufbs rtucn p"fgu
 /,urusk ,dvuba ,ucrg ,umn ,kkufa ouan

zb varp ,uharpv anju ohaha ihbn (tkrgp crv) d"xrk ,uumnv rpx kg rutc

R. Yerucham Fishel Perlow explains that R. Sa’adia included them because of the ongoing concept of arvut which applies

for all generations. 

16.rucmv kg tkt ohkyun obhta ,uharpv ihbnc tkt uz vumn ubn tk htnt o,ghhxu k"z ohbutdv kg vun,k vrutfk f"d aha tkt
 !rucmv kg unf ohshjhv kg od ,kyun uz vumns vtrbs /s"cvu

zb varp ,uharpv anju ohaha ihbn (tkrgp crv) d"xrk ,uumnv rpx kg rutc

R. Perlow also asks why R. Sa’adia counts this as one of the mitzvot incumbent on the klal, rather than a regular positive

or negative mitzva on the individual.  Rav Binyamin Tabory
5
 suggests that this goes to the essence of arvut as a

communal mitzva which expresses the oneness of klal Yisrael.

4. We have seen in previous shiurim that the Chazon Ish considers all sins today to be shogeg on the basis that the people have not received proper tochacha since no one is able to

give it effectively!

5. https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/studies-halakha/philosophy-halakha/ki-tavo-arvut-mutual-responsibility
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• Note that some mefarshim understand that the concept of arvut is expressed as an independent mitzva through the mitzva of

tochacha6 and/or through elements of the mitzva of lifnei iver. 

• Another debate in the lomdus of arvut is whether it is an independent mitzva (klali) or a sub-set within each other mitzva (prati).  A

parallel discussion also relates to the mitzva of lifnei iver7. 

 

D] IMPLICATIONS FOR MITZVOT - 'HAYATZA MOTZI’

17.- tmh tk ota 'ihhv ,frcu ojkv ,frcn .uj 'thmun - tmha hp kg ;t 'ikuf ,ufrcv kf :trhz hcrs vhrc vcvt hb,
'ehpn - tuv vcujs iuhf ?uvn 'ouhv aushe ka ihhv ,frcu 'vmn ka ojkv ,frc :tcr hgc /thmun ubht - tmh otu 'thmun
trcsn vhxhrt h,t vuv hfu 'ik asen vuv hpp cr hc ibhuv hf :hat cr rnts :gna t, ?thv vcuj utk vfrc tnks ut

 /uvk asen vuv
/yf vbav atr

The issue of arvut is not simply an idea in mussar but has every-day halachic implications.  Even if a Jew has done a

mitzva, he can be motzei another Jew who has not yet done the mitzva.  Why? Because if another Jew has not yet done

the mitzva and I can help them to do it, then I have still not done the mitzva properly.

18.itn :uv,hcsk vk rnt /uvk hfurck ahbht vhk vuv tk ibcrk uvk kyesnu /hssv hsvc t,phr ufhrf t,fknu tfkn htbh
ic iugnak vh,h,hht /vk gc,at /vhk ,rgmn tks trcd lk tbh,hhn hts hk gc,at :vhk vrnt ?ik lrcns trcd ik chvh
rnt /lhrcu tbhrjt txf vhk ucvh /txf tuvvk vhh,a ?!ukan uhrhcju htbh kfta lurc ?lhrct hfhv rnt /// vujt jya
:ibjuh hcr rnt tct rc thhj hcr rnt hfvs 'scgs tuv vhnrdk - scgs jya ic iugna :tct rc thhj hcrs vhrc tct hcr

 /ids ,hzf kftha sg i,cuj hsh ohcrv ,t thmun ubht okugk
/jn ,ufrc

The Gemara rules that, when it comes to bircat hamazon, a person can only be motzi someone else when they have also

eaten at least a kezayit.

19.- ids ,hzf kftha sg tkt chhj ubht ,hzf hrvu vnh,u /gcuav kg ukfta ohrjt ;t thmuvk kufha ids ,hzf kft ota gnan
h,t tks vghca hsf ukfta ohrjt thmuvk kufh ubht ,hzf kfta sjts arhp d"vcu ///// ?t,hhruts rypu ibcrs h,t hfhvu 'ibcrsn
ukft ovu uhrcju htbhs tscugt ibhfnx tvs /thv tku /o,ut ryup ,hzf er ohrjtv od ukft tkaf kct 't,hhruts ryupu ibcrs
hsf kft ukhpt t,hhruts kkf cuhj rc ubhta iyes ekjk vtrb tkt /jya ic iugna uvk ryp tes ibhzj te hfv ukhptu vghca hsf
vru,v in tcuhj rc tuva kusd kct /t,hhruts trugha kft ht vhk ehpn tk lfku 'vhc ibhre wrcsc chujn ubhtw lfkv /vghca
.uj thmun tmha hp kg ;t ,ufrcv kfw vbav atrc whrntsf kkf kft tk ukhpt 'vhc ibhre wrcsc chujnw vghca hsf khft hf

 tngy ubhhvu /wihhv ,frcu ojkv ,frcnvzc vz ihcrg ktrah kfs,hzfu ,hahrpsf thmun tmha p"g ;t iuznv ,frcc ihsv tuvu /
/ukan ubkfta rnuk kfuha tkt lhrm ubht ids

/jn ,ufrc ,upxu,

Tosafot explain that, in principle, even a person who had not eaten at all could bentch for someone else who had, due to
the din of arvut.  A child, who is always exempt on a Torah level but obligated on a rabbinic level, cannot be motzi an

adult who had eaten fully
8
. An adult, who could in principle be obligated on a Torah level, could theoretically be motzi

someone (through arvut) even without eating their own bread.  However, Chazal required that they eat something so that
they can say ‘she’achalnu mishelo’. 

20.,rnt ht /i,cuj hsh ohcr heuptk ?vbhn tepb htnk ?ibcrs ut t,hhruts - iuznv ,frcc ohab :tcrk tbhcr vhk rnt
ubht rcsc chhujn ubhta kfu 'rcsc chhujn ubhta huv - ibcrs ,rnt htu /t,hhruts ehpnu t,hhruts h,t - t,hhruts

 /i,cuj hsh ohcrv ,t thmun
:f ,ufrc

The Gemara rules that women may not be obligated min haTorah in bircat hamazon since they did not receive an
independent part of Eretz Yisrael.  The are certainly obligated rabbinically but cannot be motzi a man who ate to

satiation and is obligated on a Torah level. 

6. See Shiur 57 on Tochacha and also Shiur 58 on Lifnei Iver and the extra rabbinic level of mesaye l’yedei ovrei avreia.  See R. Elchanan Wasserman Kovetz Shiurim Beitza #67 on the

connection between arvut and tochacha. 

7. There are a number of important implications to the distinction, such as mitzvot which a person is not obligated in, or mitzvot which attract a certain penalty, such as execution.

8. Whether a child could be motzi an adult who has only eaten a kezayit, and is therefore also obligated on a rabbinic level, may depend on how one understands the rabbinic

obligation of chinuch. Does it place a rabbinic obligation on the child to do the mitzva or on the parents to ensure that the child is educated to do the mitzva?  
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21. ukfta vaka erpc inek whrnts tvn a"n ,"tu(/jn)chhj ubht ,hzf rughacu /ids ,hzf kftha sg i,cuj hsh ohrjt ,t thmuvk 
tkt ,chhj vbhta hp kg ;t hnb vatc if otu /vru,v in ihchhju vghca hsf ukfta ohrjt thmun hfv ukhptu ibcrsn tkt
ktrah kfs - ohrjt ,t ruypha tuv ihs oukf kft tka cd kg ;t ahts hns tks k"h ?!vru,v in ihchhja ohrjt thmu, ibcrsn
ibcrsn tkt chhj,b ubhta hp kg ;t ,hzf kftaf lfhpk vtbv tkc ihbvbv ,frc ufrch tka urnt ibcrsn tkt /vzc vz ohcrg

 kct /,umnv in i,ut ruypku iugv in ikhmvk tuv uhkgu orucgc tuv crga /vghca hsf ukfta ohrjt ,t thmunkkfc vbht vat
ibcrsn ucuhja hn tkt vthmun vbht lfk ,ucrgv /

dh inhx d erp ,ufrc ,fxn a"tr

The Rosh asks why a woman with a rabbinic obligation cannot still be motzi a man with a Torah obligation under the din

of arvut, as we saw above.  He responds with a famous line that, in his view, women are not included in arvut!

• Why would women not be included in arvut at all?  They are also explicitly mentioned as been present at the brit arvut9! Many

commentators address this question at length and in depth.  Some understand that the Rosh only says this for mitzvot that women are,

in principle, less obligated than men.

22.tnrd inzva vag ,umn tuva p"gt aushec ,uchhj ohab vrhnac uvb,htu khtuv hab hbvu runak rufz ae,hts ouan
 /o,unf vru,v in ,uchhju khtuv ohabtv ,t ,uthmunu vrhfzc uvb,ht

 c ;hgx tgr inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

Women are fully obligated min haTorah to make kiddush and can therefore be motzi men.  However, as we saw, there is
a debate in the Rishonim as to whether women are included in the principle of arvut.  The test in this halacha will be

whether a woman who has already made kiddush can be motzei a man who has not
10

?

23./ihua ohabu ohabt aushe ihbgks s"x d"gr inhxc inek ahtc unfu aushe hsh ,tmh rcf thv ukhpt thmuvk vkufh ifku
 c ;hgx tgr inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua kg vrurc vban

The Mishna Berura rules that women are fully included in arvut (for mitzvot in which they are obligated).

 

24.rcf ,tmhaf thmuvk kfu,a ,ucrg kkfc vbht ,chhujna hp kg ;t vat hkuts /vzc ep,xna vjh,pc ohsdn hrpc ihhg (y)
uhaushjc ifu wz inhx vcua,c rdht tcheg wr iutdv kct /thmuvk vkufh vbhta uz vyhac lkv vccrn kudsv odu /epxc rtabu

/oa ihhg 'thmuvk vkufhu ahtf ,ucrg kkfc thv vru,v in ,chhujna vnc vats ,uhtrc jhfuvk lhrtvu vccrn kudsv kg ekj
y e"x tgr inhx iuhmv rga

However,in the Sha’ar Hatziun he notes that this is a significant debate and there are other opinions who disagree.

25./Et tkt mEt tbhsn tvs urhcjk od i,hu Et vkhk kfc ehksha cyun kkf uk iht urhcjku oumnmc ina uk ah otu
�t e�x t�gr, ovrct idn

The Magen Avraham rules that if you have just enough oil to light Chanuka candles lemehadrin and someone else has no

oil, you should downgrade your mitzva to a basic level and enable the other person to do the mitzva!  

9. On the other hand, the children are also mentioned and they are not directly obligated, so maybe the presence of the women was to augment the occasion but they were not

included in the brit.  On the other hand, the brit is expressed to include the entire nation, including even those born in the future.

10. Classically, this is a debate between the R. Yechezkel Landau (Node BeYehuda) and R. Akiva Eiger.  The central question is how a husband can make kiddush for his wife on Friday

night when he has only a rabbinic obligation to make kiddush on a cup of wine (having satisfied his Torah mitzva in shul during davening which includes a basic formula of kiddush -

‘mekadesh haShabbat’), while his wife (assuming she did not daven) still has a Torah obligation. In the Degul Mervava, R. Landau explains the Rosh to mean that women are NOT

included in arvut generally so she is not responsible for him.  However, men ARE included in arvut so he is responsible for her.  R. Akiva Eiger understands the Rosh to be simply

stating that women are not included in arvut for those mitzvot in which they do not, or may not, have a Torah obligation, such as the case of bentching that the Rosh is discussing.

But women ARE included in arvut for mitzvot in which they are obligated, such as kiddush. Other answers to the kiddush conundrum include: (i) that the husband did not fulfil his

Torah mitzva in davening since, for Torah mitzvot, we ruled that mitzvot require specific kavana and his intent was only for davening; or (ii) that for the wife to simply say Shabbat

Shalom to someone is enough to fulfil her obligation on a Torah level.
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